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PROBABLE CAUSE: 

Between December 2012 and February 2013, the victim, Rebecca Sedwick was repeatedly and maliciously 
harassed by Guadalupe Shaw, Both Shaw and Sedwick attended Crystal Lake Middle School during this time 
period. The following information was gathered during this investigation through interviews of fellow students and 
Shaw. 

John Borgen (current boyfriend of Shaw and former boyfriend of Sedwick) stated he observed numerous 
"arguments" between Shaw and Sedwick on Shaw's Kacebook page. Borgen also stated he observed two verbal 
confrontations at school between Shaw and Sedwick, during the time given. During the confrontations, It appeared 
Sedwick did not wish to participate in the confrontations initiated by Shaw and would walk away from Shaw, 
leading Borgen to believe Shaw was "bullying" Sedwick. 

Natalia Restrepo, a mutual friend of Sedwick and Shaw, said she had a conversation with Sedwick where Sedw ick 
stated Shaw sent her messages telling her to kill herself. Sedwick also told Restrepo she was depressed and "did 
not want to live anymore". This occurred during the time given. 

Makayla Valentin (a mutual friend of Shaw and Sedw ick) stated she observed Shaw tell Sedwick, on numerous 
occasions during the given time, that Sedwick was ugly, she "should go kill herself, and she "should die". 
Valentin also stated Shaw would "bully" anyone who was openly friends with Sedwick, and would attempt to 
convince others not to be friends with her. For this reason, Valentin stated "no one" wanted to be friends with 
Sedwick, for fear of being bullied by Shaw. Valentin said she kept her friendship with Sedwick secret from Shaw. 
Valentin stated she was bullied by Shaw in elementary school. Coming into middle school, Valentin felt she should 
be Shaw's friend so she would not be bullied by Shaw. 

Katie Glisson stated she observed Shaw "constantly bullying" Sedwick, throughout the school year in the time 
given. 

Haley McDonald stated she observed Shaw "bullying" Sedwick on a daily basis in the time period between 
December 2012 and January 2013. McDonald stated Shaw approached McDonald and attempted to solicit her to 
instigate a physical light with Sedwick. McDonald refused. McDonald observed Shaw tell Sedwick to "drink 
bleach and die" one day at school during the time given. 

Olivia Carey stated she observed Shaw calling Sedwick names and telling Sedwick she was ugly, during the time 
given. 

During an interview with Guadalupe Shaw, she admitted to sending a text message to Sedwick, telling Sedwick she 
was going to "fight" her. Shaw also admitted to sending Sedwick a Facebook message, saying she did not "like" 
Sedwick and "nobody" liked Sedwick. 

Witness interviews and an interview with the suspect show Shaw participated in and initiated a pattern of conduct 
between December 2012 and February 2013 with the purpose of maliciously harassing Rebecca Sedwick, a 12 
year-old victim. 

The i'olk County Sheriff's Office is conducting the death investigation of Rebecca Sedwick. It has been determined 
through investigation that Sedwick committed suicide by jumping from a concrete silo tower to her death. It has 
been determined the malicious harassment of Sedwick, perpetrated by Shaw, was a contributing factor in 
Sedwick's decision to commit suicide. 
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PROBABLE CAUSE: 

Between December 2012 and February 2013, Ihe victim, Rebecca Sedwick was repeatedly and maliciously 
harassed by Katelyn Roman. Both Human and Sedwick attended Crystal Lake Middle School during this time 
period. The following information was gathered during this investigation through interviews of fellow students and 
a confession by Roman. 

-Clay Carey stated during his interview that Roman and Rebecca Sedwick were best friends in the beginning of the 
school year when they both attended Crystal Lake Middle School. Carey stated sometime during December 2012 
and February 2013, Guadalupe Shaw coerced Roman into not being friends with Sedwick any longer. 
-John Borgen staled he observed Roman "bully" Sedwick on several occasions, by calling her names and 
intimidating her. 

-Haley McDonald stated Shaw convinced Roman to nol be friends with Sedwick. Shaw also coerced Roman into 
starling a "fight" with Sedwick at school, on 02/04/2013. McDonald stated Sedwick did not "fight back" during 
the confrontation and was "beat up" by Roman. McDonald stated Roman was constantly "bullying" Sedwick 
during the latter part of the school year. This "fight" was investigated and documented by Crystal Lake Middle 
School administrative staff. 

-Makayla Valentin stated she observed Katelyn Roman "bullying" Sedwick, through name calling and 
intimidation, along w ith Shaw during the latter part of the 6th grade school year. 

-Katelyn Roman confessed during her interview that she "bullied" Sedwick, by calling her names and intimidating 
her, during the 6th grade at Crystal Lake Middle School. Roman stated she started a "fight" with Sedwick at 
school in February 2013. School administration handled discipline for the fight and Roman was suspended. Roman 
also stated she and her mother, Rosanne Gill, went to Sedwick's residence on 09/10/2013 to apologi/e lo Sedwick's 
mother for the way Roman treated Sedw ick. Roman admitted during the interview that she was "sorry" for 
bullying Sedwick. 

W itness interviews and a confession by the suspect, Roman, show she participated in and initiated a pattern of 
conduct betw een December 2012 and February 2013 w ith the purpose of maliciously harassing Rebecca Sedwick, a 
12 year-old victim. 

The Polk County Sheriff's Office is conducting the death investigation of Rebecca Sedwick. It has been determined 
through the investigation that Sedwick committed suicide by jumping from a concrete silo tower to her death. It 
has been determined the malicious harassment of Sedwick, perpetrated by Roman, was a contributing factor in 
Sedwick's decision to commit suicide. 
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